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Message Text 
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PAGE 01 HAVANA 00966 150159Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 IO-13 /115W 

025138 150208Z/62 

P R 142036Z APR 78 
FM USINT HAVANA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1630 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

CONFIDENTIAL HAVANA 0966 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV MILI PINT ET SO CU 

SUBJ: FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL DENIES CUBANS WILL ASSIST 
ETHIOPIAN MILITARY EFFORTS IN ERITREA 

1 . IN COURSE OF DISCUSSION ON OTHER MATTERS, APRIL 14, WITH 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS DIRECTOR OF UN POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
MARTA JIMENEZ (WHO IS ALSO CHARGED WITH MAINTAINING LIAISON 
WITH NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS), USINT OFFICER RAISED 
QUESTION OF CURRENT CUBAN ATTITUDE TOWARD ERITREAN LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS. MISS JIMENEZ SAID THAT, UNDER HAILE SELASSIE, CUBA 
HAD SUPPORTED ERITREAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IN GENERAL, WITH 
NO SPECIAL TIES WITH ANY PARTICULAR GROUP. NOW, IN CONTRAST, 

SHE SAID, CUBA SUPPORTS MENGISTU'S POSITION IN FAVOR OF THE 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF ETHIOPIA. THAT IS, SHE SAID, CUBA 
OPPOSES THE ERITREAN LIBERATION MOVEMENT. 

2. WHEN ASKED WHETHER OPPOSITION TO ERITREAN LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT WOULD TRANSLATE INTO CUBAN SUPPORT OF MENGISTU’S 
MILITARY EFFORTS TO SUPPRESS ERITREANS, MISS JIMENEZ SAID 

NO. WHEN QUERIED AS TO WHETHER SHE WAS SURE SHE WAS 
CORRECT IN LIGHT OF RECENT STATEMENTS (E.G., CUBAN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 HAVANA 00966 150159Z 

CONDEMNATION OF DAVID OWEN'S SPEECH - SEE HAVANA 906) WHICH 
SUGGESTED THAT CUBA HAS NOT FORECLOSED IDEA OF MILITARY 
INVOLVEMENT, MISS JIMENEZ SAID SHE IS "ABSOLUTELY SURE" - 
CUBA WOULD NOT BECOME MILITARILY INVOLVED IN SUPPRESSING 
ERITREANS. 

3. COMMENT: FOREIGN MINISTER MALMIERCA RECENTLY DENIED 
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TO ITALIAN AMBASSADOR THAT CUBAN TROOPS HAVE BEEN MOVED 
TO ERITREA. WHILE THIS APPEARS TO CONTRADICT US INFORMATION, 
IT DOES COINCIDE WITH THRUST OF MISS JIMENEZ’ STATEMENT. WE 
CANNOT, OF COURSE, BE CERTAIN TO WHAT DEGREE HERE ASSERTIONS 
REFLECT INDEPENDENT SOURCES OF INFORMATION OR SIMPLY 
REPETITION OF MALMIERCA'S LINE TO FOREIGNERS. 

LANE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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